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Foreword

The young people of Timor-Leste have a sharp awareness of the issues needing attention in our country.

If we do not pay attention to their concerns, we ignore information that is vital for those responsible for our nation's

development.

A new erais coming (Post 2015) and governments are collecting inputs from various groups on how to develop their
country sustainably. Young people who will be the future leaders would like to propose their suggestions about how

to develop Timor - Leste sustainably by speaking up about the
future that they want. Our project brought the voices of
disadvantaged youth to the attention of decision makers.

This e-book presents a collection of the best letters and posters
from Timorese youth addressed to high government officials.

Eighty young people from secondary school human rights clubs
took an active part in this project. These young people from the
districts of Covalima (Suai), Baucau, Bobonaro (Maliana) and Dili
were encouraged to write short messages about the development
challenges that concern them most and to propose solutions for
these problems.

The letters to the Prime Minister and President of Timor-Leste
were exhibited on 5" December 2013 during International
Volunteer Day celebrationsin Dili.

The Vice Prime Minister of Timor-Leste H.E. Fernando Lasama
visited this exhibition and took interest in several creative and very
boldly formulated ideas from Timorese youth, who performed an
exercise in participatory citizenship.

The main objective of this project was to give young people a voice
and empower them to become future leaders, who think about
the development of their country in a sustainable manner, can
make informed decisions and are open to new ideas. The tools we
provided to the young people were: training in sustainable
development, human rights in the context of Timor-Leste and
possibilities of volunteerism both at the local and global level,
together with ongoing discussions, coaching and idea formulation.

The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) Field Unit implemented this project in partnership with Na Terra, an NGO, and
the Human Rights Adviser’s Unit of Timor-Leste, with funding from the Post-2015 fund.

We all hope you will enjoy reading this e-book, as we strongly believe similar projects can make a difference and give

young people hope for a better future.

The project team,

Katerina, Zhea, Fernando, Amelia and Sabino

Lia Tatoli

oin sae Timor-Leste iha konsiensia ne'ebe kroat kona ba asuntu barak ne'ebe presiza atentasaun husi estadu. Sei

ita la fo atentasaun basira nia prekupasaun mak itasei ignora informasaun sira ne'ebe vital/importante tebes

liliu ba sira ne'ebe mak kaer responsabilidade ba desenvolvimentu nasaun.

La kleur tan era foun ida mai (post 2015) no governu sira sei kolekta input sira husi grupu barak-barak kona ba oinsa
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(Left) Teodosia Soares Fernandes, UNV National Coordinator MDG/Post 2015. (Back row with grey shirt) Fernando Madeira, NGO Na Terra. (Right) Katerina Manova, UNV Programme Officer
and Students in High School No. 1 Seran Kotek, Suai, Covalima.

desenvolve nasaun ida sustentavel. Foin sae sira ne'ebe mak sei sai lideransa foun iha tempu ne'eba sei propoj
diresaun foun konaba oinsa atu desenvolve Timor-Leste ida sustentavel, vota ba futuru ida ne'ebe ita hakarak. Amini

projetu lori ona lian husi foin sae sira ba ema sira ne'ebe mak halo
desizaun nia atensaun.

Livru elektroniku (E-book) ida ne'e apresenta koleksaun husi karta
sira mak diak liu hotu husi foin sae Timor-Leste ne'ebe hato'o ba
makaer ukun siraiha governu.

Foinsa sae nain 80 husi grupu direitu umanus iha eskkola
sekundariu hola parte ativu iha projetu ida ne'e. Foin sae hirak ne'e
mai husi distritu sira hanesan Covalima (Suai), Bobonaro (Maliana),
no Dili, ne'ebe enkoraje tebes hodi formula sira nia lia fuan badak
kona dezafiu sira desenvolvimentu nian mak sira prekupa liu no
propoin mos sira nia solusaun ba problema hirak ne'e.

Karta hirak ba Primeiru Ministru no Presidente publika tiha onaiha
ekzebisaun iha loron 5 Desembru 2013 durante Loron
Internasional ba Voluntariu nianiha Dili.

Vice Primeiru Ministru Timor-Leste nian Sua Excelencia Fernando
Lasama visita ekzebisaun ne'e no foti notas balun ne'ebe formula
husi ideia kreativu sira foin sae nian sira ne'ebe performa
treinamentusimplessiraida partisipasaun sidadania nian.

Objetivu komum husi projetu ne'e atu fo espasu ida ba foin sae sira
atu hato'o sira nia lian no mos haforsa sira hodi sai lideransa ba
futuru, ida ne'ebe mak sei hanoin kona ba desenvolvimentu ba sira
nia nasaun iha forma ida sustentavel. Feramenta sira ne'ebe ami
fornese ba foin sae sira mak hanesan: treinamentu kona ba
desenvolvimentu sustentavel, direitu umanus iha kontestu Timor-
Leste nian no posibilidade voluntarismu ba nivel lokal no mos

global nian, hamutuk ho diskusaun hirak ne'ebe lao hela, kapasitasaun no formulasaun baidea.

Unidade Kampu ba Voluntariu Nasoens Unidas (UNV) implementa ona projetu ne'e iha parseria ho NGO Na Terra no
Unidade Asesor ba Direitus Umanus Timor-Leste nian, ho tulun finanseiru husithe Post-2015 fund nian.

Ita hotu espera katak itabo’ot sei ksolok wainhira le'e E-book ida ne'e, tanba ami fiar makas tebes katak projetu sira

hanesan sei halo diferensia ida no fo esperansa ba foin sae sira ba futuru ida diak liu tan.

Ekipa projetu nian

Katerina, Zhea, Fernando, Amelia and Sabino
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Imagine that you are the president
of Timor-Leste. What will you do to
make this country a better place for
its people?

—* limagine that when | become the President
of Timor-Leste, | will build water stations in
every district so that people can live better
lives and be satisfied because water is a very
important need.

~—* Rank : 15t Place
Name :DinoForbinR.L.B.
Age 17

School :HighSchoolNo.1Baucau
District :Baucau
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-
Leste on how you would like this nationto bein
the next 15 years.

Rank  :2™Place

Name :FloraDosSantos

Age :18

School :HighSchoolNo.IBaucau

To Your Excellency The Prime Minister,
Reality shows that in our district the citizens still do not have full
awareness of how to dispose of rubbish correctly.

As a young person and a student | have a commitment to work
with my community to establish a club for clearing rubbish in our
district based on our needs . Together with members of my
community | would like to raise awareness and inform all citizens
of how best to participate in clearing away rubbish. Because
rubbish and pollution can affect people's health, (especially the
younger generation) and the environment, including marine life.

Recommendation:
| would like to request Your Excellency to help us with materials
and equipment to carry out our proposed activities.

<<Thank you>>
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b Imagine that you are the president of Timor-
| Leste. What will you do to make this country
a better placeforits people?

Rank: 3“Place

My name is Joaquim Rosito Freitas. | am 1
years old. | am studying in High School No. 1,
Baucauandlam currently in 1st Grade.

If | become the President of Timor-Leste, | will do everything for
my community such as:

| will set-up education centers in many places across the
country to educate young people who drop out from school.
Currently in Timor-Leste young people face many problems
and they are not thinking about how to develop their futures.
Therefore | would like to build education centers so they are
able to increase their knowledge about how to respect each
other as Timorese citizens. This way our country will have
increased peace and unity and we will be a good example for
other countries. This will guarantee that there are no more
problemsinour new country.

| will repair damaged schools, so that the students can
learn well, and what they learn can help them to achieve what
they want. | will also set up a place for fishermen to learn how
fishing can be beneficial for our lives. They can protect small
fish, so that our marine environment becomes more beautiful.
Therefore the tourists can appreciate the sea surrounding
Timor.

<<Thank you>>
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nationto beinthe next 15 years.

Name : Lucilda Freitas da Silva
Age 17

School : High School No. 1 Baucau
District : Baucau

To Your Excellency The Prime Minister:

| would like to request that the Prime Minister renovate all
school buildings in Baucau, especially ours. Currently our
school has toilets but it is very difficult to get water. We also
needalibraryin ourschool.

- We also ask for a computer to be sent to our school, because
we really need a computer. We ask the Prime Minister to
help us to do field practice which we really love to do. As our
school is not equipped with a laboratory | ask the Prime
Minister to setup alaboratory for our school.

- laskthe Prime Minister to improve the road because at this
time all roads in Baucau district are becoming worse and we
ask for help tofixthese, especially in the sub-districts.

| ask for you to pay attention to the district of Baucau
because there hasbeenalot of illegal logging here.

Thank you so much!!!
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Imagine that you are a director of an NGO. What kind of project
do you think would be a good example of sustainable
developmentin Timor-Leste?

—> With respect and humility to Your Excellency. My name is
Alexandre Freita Ximenes, from high school No. 01 Baucau, i
Tequinomata Sesuguo Village. | am a young person of the future. |
want to set a good example for the sustainable development of
future generations, especially in the area of Tequinomata.

—> When | become a director of an NGO, | will support the
community and work with them to develop the environment by
planting trees. | want to become an important person, and play
arolein preparing for the future, and to guarantee sustainable
development forthe next generations.

—> Once again with full respect to the Prime Minister, through
this letter, and based on my observations, there is not yet a
proper forestry management system in the rural areas of Timor-
Leste. To ensure a good future for Timor-Leste we need a clean
and wonderful environment.

—> With full respect | suggest to the Prime Minister to pay
attention to the future of our young generation by supporting
them, so that they are able to guarantee sustainable
developmentinthe future.
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Name : FredericoF. L. Gusmao
Age : 16 years old

=z School : High School No. 01 Baucau
District : Baucau
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Imagine it is 2030 in Timor-Leste. What do you see
around you and how will your life, your family and
your community be?

B rle cog o pancav Name : Aguedo Antonio Neto
.. L Age :17
[HA TTINAN 2030 School : High School No. 1 Baucau
Ubu HAEAPA
#alo TATN e IN 2030 | WANT TO CREATE MORE TOURISM SITES
PRIsMO Barr ’

gne nonee P o THAT MY COUNTRY BECOMES MORE

e L . | WONDERFUL.
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-
Leste on how you would like this nation to be in
the next 15 years.

' Rank : P'Place

& My name is Domingus Amaral Guterres. | a
studying in High School No. 4 September
UNAMET Dili,and lam 16 yearsold.

—> | want to develop the natural resources in this country, for
example: coffee, rice, sandalwood, etc. | would like to ask
Your Excellency The Prime Minister to develop the food
sectorin Timor-Leste, such as rice and corn.

—> |If it is possible | would like to ask the Prime Minister to
establish a food cooperative in Timor-Leste, to collect rice,
corn and coffee, so that we are able to increase the income
of poor people. It will benefit communities , and the
government can reduce rice imports from other countries.
We would also be able to export our natural resources to
other countriesinthe next 15 years.

11
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Imagine it is 2030 in Timor-Leste. What do
you see around you and how will your life,
your family and your community be?

Rank : 2“Place ‘
Name :RosalindaM.S.daCruz

Age :19
School :4September UNAMET

—> | would like to express my idea that in 2030 we need to
develop our environment and food sector. If we could
develop these sectors, we would not need to spend
money to buy food from other countries. The products
from other countries may contain chemicals which
could affect our health. We could produce our own
products and this would make a positive impact on our
country.

< Thank You >
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-
Leste on how you would like this nation to be
inthe next 15 years.

Rank  :3"Place

Name :Alfredo NaesBerek

School :4September UNAMET Dili
Age :17years

Your Excellency The Prime Minister,

My concern or my idea of how to develop
our country is to better cooperate with our communities and
encourage all citizens to focus on protecting our environment.
Based on my observations, in this country, especially in the
capital Dili, many people do not have a full awareness of the
environment. Often they dispose of their rubbish incorrectly,
and some of them throw their rubbish into drains or rivers. |
think the government should provide roadside rubbish bins so
that communities are able to dispose of their rubbish properly.

| also think the government should create a policy to control how
citizens dispose of their rubbish. Secondly relating to our hills,
especially in Balide area, we often see that the hills are very dry
with just a few trees, and the community still burns these hills at
random . If | may request, the government should provide tree
seeds to be planted on these hills.

Thank you
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nation to be in the next 15 years.

Name : Laurenco Lopes daS. Soares
Age :19
Residence :Lahane

| want this nation to develop in the next 15 years, but |
want a focus on the drains in Dili, for example in Kaikoli. Often
urban rubbish is disposed of into the drains, and this causes
flooding during the rainy season, because the water is blocked
by rubbish, and it also encourages mosquitoes to breed. These
things could be serious threatsto people'slivesinthe future.

| suggest that all of us should pay attention to our city so
we are able to avoid the flooding in the future.
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Imagine that you are the president of Timor-Leste. What will you
do to make this a better place forits people?

Name : Marcelino Gama
Age :19
School : 4 September UNAMET Dili.

If | become the President of Timor-Leste, | will develop this
country with a focus on education, health, roads, electricity and
clean water. Because by solving all of those issues, Timor-Leste
will have a lot of well-educated people , good health care, good
roads and people from sub-districts who will be able to sell their
productsinthedistricts and also in the cities. By having electricity
access, people can have access to national news on television,
and they canalso utilize ittorun their businesses.

Water is a very important need for human beings. If there is no
water then there will be no life. If all of those things can be taken
care of successfully I'm sure Timor-Leste will be better in the
future.

“THANK YOU”
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Imagine that you are the president of Timor-Leste. What will you
do to make this country a better place for its people?

Name : Alfiana Pereira Gomes

Age 17

School : High School No. 4 Setember UNAMET Dili.
District :Vigueque

If | become president, | will do more field visits to the
districts and rural areas in Timor-Leste to find out what
problems people are facing in their daily lives. | will recommend
steps that are sustainable for my people such as:

| will fixand improve the roads in all districts and rural areas.
| will establish schools in all rural areas so that all people can
have good access to education.

| will build a museum to save the nation's historical

heritage, so that we can attract tourists interest in visiting
Timor-Leste and can learn about our history.

“THANK YOU”
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Imagine that you are the president of Timor-
Leste. What will you do to make this country a
better place forits people?

Rank First Place. My name is Antonio Henrique
Putra,lam 17 years old, studyingin High Schoo
of Dom Martinho da Costa Lopes, Maliana.lam
ayoung person from Maliana district.

If one day | become President of Timor-Leste |
will pay more attention to agriculture:

If we do not have farmers, then we do not have local products.
Then we have to import products from other countries. If we
have support for agriculture, we can plant crops and grow food
and have a lot of local products.

If we have a lot of local products, many countries will come and
see our local products, therefore other countries can visit and
support our country.

Starting from 2014 | ask the President of Republica Democratica
de Timor-Leste to see that we plant trees in every district, so that
we can prevent natural disastersin our country.

If there are a lot of trees our country will become green. With
trees it is easy to preserve clean water and avoid landslides or
any kind of natural disasters.

Thankyoutothose who read my letter.
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Imagine that you are the president of Timor-
Leste. What will you do to make this country a
better place forits people?

Rank: 2" Place

My name is Esterlita Goncalves Lopes, | a
17 years old, studying in High School of Dom
Martinho da Costa Lopes, Maliana,
Bobonaro District. Sub-District of Maliana.

If | become the President of Timor-Leste, | will bring this
country maximum security so that the people who live here feel
safe. | will develop a proper education system to raise many
smart people.

| would concentrate especially on eradication of corruption,
collusion and nepotism (CCN) in Timor-Leste so that people do
not live in poverty. For the employment sector, | would
encourage and promote a proper recruitment system, which is
based on ability and skills and not on connections. | would
improve the infrastructure to make Timor-Leste beautiful...

This was my short opinion...

Tbank qou....
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of
Timor-Leste on how you would like this
nationto beinthe next 15 years.

Rank :3°Place
Name : Francisco M. Bento
Age :18

District and Su-District : Bobonaro, Maliana.

| would like to ask the Prime Minister for assistance to develop
the roads in all rural areas in the territory of Timor-Leste.
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nationto beinthe next 15 years.

Your Excellency The Prime Minister, My name is Leonardo
Gamboa Marcal, | am 17 and a student in the District of
Bobonaro.

There should be a change in our country over the next 15
years, especially for infrastructure such as roads, schools,
electricity and water so that this country can develop
sustainably and the younger generations are able to enjoy a
better future. | also ask the Prime Minister to pay attention to
the youth in this country in order to reduce their problems and
develop their talentsin the areas of sportand art.

As a student, education has become one of my concerns. | have
found that so many schools do not have enough teachers and
proper infrastructure. Hopefully in the next 15 years there are
no more complaints about teachers and infrastructure issues.
The government should cooperate with other countries to
gain more support such as scholarships for all students.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nationto bein the next 15 years.

With respect:
Name : Adelia Verdial Maia
My age : Sixteen (16)
School : Dom Martinho da Costa Lopes, Maliana
District : Bobonaro
Sub-District : Maliana

| want Timor-Leste to develop sustainably in the next 15 years
and be free from crime, corruption and all the challenges we
have been facing up to today. | would like to ask Mr. Prime
Minister to pay attention to poor children, especially to their
education. We need to develop and improve the roads in the
districts, sub-districts and villages and | want all Timorese to
have the opportunityto getajob.

Thank you....
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nationto bein the next 15 years.

With respect, love, and a big hug to the Prime Minister.

My name : Alicia Ridrigues Araujo

Age 17

From district : Bobonaro

Sub-district : Maliana

Student : High School No.1, D. Martinho da Costa
Lopes

Dear Prime Minister,

| really want Timor-Leste to develop sustainably in the next 15
years. Plant a lot of trees, so that Timor-Leste becomes green.
Now illegal loggingisincreasing and this can cause droughtsin
the dry season, and lead to landslides during the rainy season.
It also damages crops and kills animals. Then our future
generations will live happily. We should plant more trees in
order to bring a positive impact in the dry season so there will
be alot more water.
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Imagine it is 2030 in Timor-Leste. What do
you see around you and how will your life,
your family and your community be?

L

Rank : " Place
Name :Yoseph Tahu Amaral
School : High School No.1 Suai, Seran Kotek

The windmills' energy

« Using the energy source of the wind and functioning
infrastructure is a way to promote sustainable development
in this country. This will help us to protect and identify what
is best for our families, communities, society and also for our
country.
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-
Leste on how you would like this nation to be
inthe next 15 years.

Rank : 2“Place

: Deolinda Cardoso
: High School No.1 Suai

Name
School

Before presenting my opinion, | would like to use this
opportunity to convey my sincere respect to Your Excellency the
Prime Minister.

Monument of Culture

Using this opportunity as a young Timorese, | would like to ask
Your Excellency the Prime Minister to assign a private company
to build a monument of culture in Covalima district. In the
following years Covalima could become an interesting place for
foreigners. The monument of culture will attract tourists
attention, and will also help youth to preserve and promote our
culture.




Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-
Leste on how you would like this nation to be
inthe next 15 years.
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Rank : 3?Place
Name : Delmiru Maia (Age 17)
Class : 11 Natural Science |

"SOLUTION & SUGGESTION”
& | have observed that the best solution to develop Timor-
Leste in the next 15 years is to improve the quality of
education. Currently Timor-Leste still lacks qualified
human resources and infrastructure such as school
buildings.

$ | would also like to improve the quality of health care
(hospitals) to ensure protection against various diseases.

& We must preserve our wide variety of natural resources
offshore and onshore (flora and fauna) to contribute to
sustainable development.

& We must improve law and justice and strengthen the
national regulations over the next 15 years. | would also
like to see sustainable development become a priority for
the government.
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nation to be in the next 15 years.

Name : Deonisia A. Maria Dos Santos

Age : 15 years
School : High School No. 1 Suai

Your Excellency the Prime Minister, through this letter | would
like to convey that:

- As a young Timorese | feel sad because our natural resources
such as oil and sandalwood are abundant, but our country is

poor.

- Therefore as a member of the young generation, | would like to
ask Your Excellency to pay more attention to our wealth.

- Currently too many foreigners are using our natural wealth.

- Thus, in the next 15 years Timorese will be able to take care of
their own natural resources properly.

“..Thank you..."
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Write a letter to the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste on how you
would like this nationto be in the next 15 years.

Name :JoaninhaS. de Fatima
Age : 19
School : High School No. 1 Suai

Before presenting my ideas about health in our country, |

would like to convey my respect to Your Excellency the Prime
Minister.

We all know that health is very important for our life, but
why are our leaders never looking for medicines to cure diseases
such as tuberculosis? Tuberculosis has killed many people and

currently dominates our country, because tuberculosis is a
contagious disease.

Recommendations:

Using this opportunity | would like to ask Your Excellency the
Prime Minister to support my idea to cure tuberculosis. The trees

that | painted above have a great function to protect the people
affected by this kind of disease.

These types of trees are endemic to our country and If we can

manage to have our own factory to produce medicine then
tuberculosis will be overcome.

“Thank you"
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